
Needs Assessment: 
 

Failing roofing sealant must be replaced between the flashing and limestone all around 
the building before the building begins taking in water.  This work should be accomplished this 
summer.  There are many mortar joints around the Cathedral (particularly on the North side) 
which are failing; some are as recent as the last preservation push (2006) others may be 
original to the building.  Limestone blocks have been compromised and are in need of repair. 
Along with repairing/restoring the masonry, additional cleaning and sealing of certain areas of 
the stone facade should be considered (where and how is the reason for a conservator). 

 
Additionally, the exterior of the current office building, 823 Cathedral Place, needs 

repointing and repairs to the masonry.  Estimates for the cost associated with this work will be 
procured during this process. 
  
Please see examples of the work needed below: 
 
Located on the West wall of the Northern Transept (the exterior of the stained glass over the 
statue of Mary). 

  
This is an example of the work which must be completed this year before water damage occurs 
in the Church or Sacristies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Located around the dome on the Southeast corner of the building around the dome. 

 
 
There are areas where the mortar is failing while not, as of yet, completely worn away.  In these 
areas, the mortar has often already separated from the stone and may be readily picked up and 
is easily broken.  However, if a piece such as this were to fall to the sidewalk or church entrance 
below, it has the potential to cause injuries. 
 
 
Located on the East side of the building around the dome. 

 
Many of the areas, particularly in areas of higher elevation look like this example above.  Notice 
the two vertical joints with mortar missing and failing in different areas of the joint as well as the 
long horizontal joint with mortar either missing or separated from the top/bottom stones.  The 
green stain is only runoff from the patinated copper roof above. 
 
 



Located on the Northeast Corner of the building under the dome.

 
It seems that where the sun hits the building the least, more growth is permitted to take hold in 
the porous materials.  This causes these materials to breakdown and become compromised at 
an accelerated rate. 
 
Located on the North wall of the 823 Cathedral Place [left] and in the courtyard [right]. 

 
 




